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the President’s Award from the Songwriter’s
Guild. Because of continued devotion to fans,
his fan base around the globe remains loyal
and strong after 55 years in the music indus-
try.

There is no doubt Arnold’s impressive suc-
cess can be equally shared with Sally, his wife
and partner of 60 years, who has remained by
his side throughout both rich and lean times.
It is this partnership of which I stand to honor
today.
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IN MEMORY OF NAZAR SINGH
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OF NEW YORK
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Wednesday, November 28, 2001

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, recently Nazar
Singh Fagoora, a Sikh leader from Fresno,
California, passed away. December 3 would
have been his 86th birthday. I was informed of
his passing by Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, Presi-
dent of the Council of Khalistan, to whom he
was an advisor.

Nazar Singh Fagoora believed deeply in
freedom for all people. He supported the
struggle to free the Sikh homeland, Khalistan,
with financial contributions and with his polit-
ical support. In the Fresno Gurdwara, he
would post letters from the Council of
Khalistan on the bulletin board to inform his
fellow Sikhs of what was going on back in
Punjab, Khalistan, and to encourage them to
get involved in the freedom movement.

Nazar Singh Fagoora was a committed,
dedicated Sikh, and a staunch Khalistani. He
led a simple life. He was active in many efforts
to help his fellow Sikhs, whether by trying to
help people in the local community or by his
financial, moral, political, and personal support
of the freedom movement. I know that his
family, friends, and the members of his
Gurdwara will greatly miss him. Let him serve
to remind us all of what it is to be a good cit-
izen. I know I speak for everyone here when
I say let God bless him and his family.

Mr. Speaker, the Council of Khalistan issued
a press release in Mr. Fagoora’s memory. I
would like to place that in the RECORD at this
time.

SIKH NATION MOURNS PASSING OF S. NAZAR
SINGH FAGOORA

FRESNO SIKH WAS DEDICATED SERVANT OF
KHALSA PANTH AND ALL PEOPLE

WASHINGTON, DC, November 20, 2001.—The
Sikh Nation is mourning the loss of Sardar
Nazar Singh Fagoora, a dedicated Sikh lead-
er from Fresno, California, who died at the
age of 85. He was a dedicated servant of the
Khalsa Panth, and he will be greatly missed.

‘‘Sardar Nazar Singh was a great human
being, a committed, dedicated Sikh, and a
staunch Khalistani,’’ said Dr. Gurmit Singh
Aulakh, President of the Council of
Khalistan, the organization leading the Sikh
Nation’s struggle for the independence of the
Sikh homeland. Khalistan is the name of the
independent Sikh homeland declared on Oc-
tober 7, 1987.

‘‘Sardar Nazar Singh gave large amounts
of money in support of the struggle to lib-
erate Khalistan. He led a simple fulfilling
life, according to the principles laid down by
our Gurus,’’ Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘He was a true
follower of Guru. He was a truly noble and
dedicated Sikh,’’ Dr. Aulakh said.

‘‘Sardar Nazar Singh really served the
Guru very well by serving the Khalsa
Panth,’’ Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘He was active in
many ways in efforts to help the Khalsa
Panth, whether by trying to help people in
the local Sangat or by his financial, moral,
political, and personal support of the free-
dom movement,’’ he said. ‘‘In the Fresno
Gurdwara, he made sure every letter written
by this office was posted on the walls of the
Gurdwara as soon as it arrived. The Sangat
would browse through those documents care-
fully,’’ Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘I know that I will
miss his counsel and advice. I don’t see any-
one in this country who can fill the vacuum
created by his departure,’’ Dr. Aulakh said.

‘‘Sardar Nazar Singh understood that
Sikhs will continue to suffer oppression in
India and will continue to be misunderstood
in this country as long as we do not have our
own country,’’ said Dr. Autakh. ‘‘This kind
of repression will continue as long as
Khalistan continues to live under Indian oc-
cupation,’’ he said. ‘‘Only in a sovereign, free
Khalistan will Sikhs live with honor and dig-
nity where the Sikh religion can flourish,’’
he said. ‘‘Nations that do not have political
power vanish.’’

The Indian government has murdered over
250,000 Sikhs since 1984. More than 52,000
Sikh political prisoners are rotting in Indian
jails without charge or trial. Many have been
in illegal custody since 1984. Over 200,000
Christians have been killed since 1947 and
over 75,000 Kashmiri Muslims have been
killed since 1988. The Indian Supreme Court
described the situation in Punjab as ‘‘worse
than a genocide.’’ As General Narinder Singh
has said, ‘‘Punjab is a police state.’’ U.S.
Congressman Dana Rohrabacher has said
that for Sikhs, Kashmiri Muslims, and other
minorities ‘‘India might as well be Nazi Ger-
many.’’

‘‘Sardar Nazar Singh will be greatly missed
by his family and by all Sikhs who care
about freedom and about the dignity of the
Khalsa Panth,’’ Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘May Guru
give peace to this departed, noble soul,’’ Dr.
Aulakh added.
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Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, employ-

ees of the United States Postal Service have
long been irreplaceable components in our
country’s system of commerce and commu-
nication, Since the September 11th terrorist at-
tacks, and and the subsequent Anthrax
threats, our postal workers have been asked
to step up to the front lines in protecting the
citizens of the United States. That is why I
would like to highlight one of the foremost dis-
tribution centers of Georgia, the Atlanta Dis-
trict North Metro Processing and Distribution
Center.

There are over 1700 workers at the North
Metro Center, who distribute over 3,000,000
pieces of mail a day. Since the September
11th attacks, their working environment has
been turned upside down with threats of An-
thrax, suspicious packages, and evacuations.
Employees have been asked to protect them-
selves every day against the dangers of bio-
terrorism by wearing gloves and masks.

Postal workers have been called on by their
country to be watchdogs for the terror we now
face as a nation. They are asked every day to
take on workplace challenges and pressures
they probably never thought about before. The
postal service has become an invaluable asset
against the acts of terrorism that has plagued
our country for the past two months and its
workers have stepped up to protect their fel-
low Americans without hesitation. That is why
I ask my fellow members to rise and give
thanks to the workers at the Atlanta District
North Metro Processing and Distribution Cen-
ter for their bravery and dedication to serving
their community and America.
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TRIBUTE TO CHRISTIAN BROTH-
ERS UNIVERSITY FOR 130 YEARS
OF SERVICE

HON. HAROLD E. FORD, JR.
OF TENNESSEE
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Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay

recognition to Memphis’ Christian Brothers
University as the school marks its 130th year
of service.

After nearly a decade of work and persua-
sion by citizens across the Memphis and Mid-
South community, November 19, 1871, finally
arrived. On that day, a procession of cele-
brants made the storied trek from St. Peter’s
Catholic Church to the Memphis Female Col-
lege, changing the name of the destination to
Christian Brothers College.

From the beginning, this institution stood as
part of the continuing legacy of St. John de la
Salle, whose founding of the Institute of the
Brothers of Christian Schools, or Frates
Scholarum Christianarum, continues as one of
the world’s prolific educational systems. With
the death of de la Salle in 1719 and his can-
onization in 1900, this system flourished to, by
the middle of the 20th century, include more
than 20,000 brothers teaching nearly half a
million students worldwide.

In Memphis, the students who attended the
first day of classes at the newly formed institu-
tion numbered 26.

The first president, Brother Maurelian,
served two terms for 33 years. It was during
these formative years that the institution made
several changes and transition that further dis-
tinguished it as an educational institution of
great worth.

The school functioned as a combined ele-
mentary school, high school and college,
granting high school diplomas as well as
bachelor’s and master’s degrees. This contin-
ued from 1871 until 1915, when the college
had to close its college division temporarily
due to the inordinate amount of students that
enlisted for the war effort.

Following this period, the school reopened
as a Junior College, granting Associate of Arts
Degrees beginning in 1942. Some 11 years
later, the Junior College was expanded into a
4-year institution offering bachelor’s degrees
to students once again.

Since this time of renewal, the college has
expanded tremendously in size and
coursework offered. The Master’s Program
was reinstated in 1987 with exponential
growth in size, as reflected by the official
change of the school to Christian Brothers
University.
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